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1, Lt. Col. Slavin recently returned fron Uoscoy to Berlin. He ie said to have 
~ivon instructions* to the SED nress to emphasise the sloren "Normalization 
of th: life of Berlin" and to urge the restoration of the city's unity, while 
avoiding any vivorous attack on the administration of tho western sectors. 

At the same time ho assured the party journalists that ther could count on 
the continuance of opposition by the French Wieh Cormissioner Frangois-Poncet 
to the inclusion of Berlin in the Federal Republic. On the contrary, accord- 
ine to Slavin, the economic difficulties of Berlin will increase so fast in 
the comin’ months that collaborition tith the eastern zone will be welcomed. 


2. Slavin often sees Colonel Ravoux, the former control officer with the Kurier 
in Berlin, who is now "press chief" under Frangoin-Poncat, Before the war, 
wen Ravoux waa lavas corresponient in Berlin and “lavin was also enrloyed 
there (uhether by a nevsraper or by the Soviet Embassy), the two men vere 
acquainted; and they resumed thoir association aftar the var, LE) 25X1X 
out that the “NB and ADN were extremely well informed 2s to the French atti-~ 
tude throurhout the Berlin crisis, and surssts that this is the result of 
the friendship ‘etwsen Slavin and Pavoux. At a time when *t was surposed 
that the tmops of the westorn novers richt be withdrawn from Berlin, Tavoux 
nepotiated with Slavin concerniay the possibility of leavine a Trench mws 
avency in Berlin and of continuing the rublication of the Kurier. 


20X1A * MM Cormont: Oriers to the vress vere forrerly i:suad by the Informa- 
tion Directorate headed by General Tyulpanov. . 
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